BUILDING A CAUSE

Introduction:

Non-violence, celebrating community, and innovation were a few of the core values of Cesar E. Chavez.  Non-violence:  invoking non-violence as the most powerful tool for achieving social/economic justice and equality.  Celebrating community:  valuing equity and responsibility to and for one another.  Innovation:  creativity to resolve problems and situations that often seem insurmountable to others.

Objective:

Students will understand the importance of civic responsibility.  Students will be able to understand the value and potential of community self-empowerment.  Students will learn about employing non-violent strategies.  Students will learn the importance of coalition-building and understand their role in effecting change.

Procedure:

1. Brainstorm with students the issues that persist in your community.  Some issues that may come up are:  drug use, homelessness, racial tension, lack of after school programs, sexual harassment, violence.  

2. After identifying the problems, have students vote and prioritize the issues.  When students are voting, have several students discuss why some issues are more pressing than others.  Remember, this is not to determine which issues are more important but rather to see which need immediate attention.  

3. Decide which issues receive the most votes and create a plan to resolve the issues.  If several issues are chosen, break up the class into groups.  How can students use non-violent tactics (marches, boycotts, letter writing) to address the issues?

Follow-up:

Implement one of the ideas.

